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16. — Bishop Butlee's Ethical Discourses ; to which are added some 
Remains, hitherto unpublished. Prepared as a Text-Book in Moral 
Philosophy ; with a Syllabus, by De. Whewell. Edited, with an 
Introductory Essay on the Author's Life and Writings, by the Rev." 
Joseph C. Passmoee, A. M., Professor of Mental Philosophy in 
the College of St. James, Maryland. Philadelphia : Cowperthwait, 
Desilver, and Butler. 1855. 12mo. pp. 375. 

We have been surprised to find that these Discourses are less gen- 
erally read by scholarly and thinking men than they were twenty years 
ago. They are undoubtedly the greatest ethical work ever written in 
our language, and have been the chief agency in supplanting the utili- 
tarian philosophy of the last century, and in establishing man's essen- 
tial constitution and the immutable laws of consciousness and experi- 
ence as the basis and standard of moral obligation. We are glad of 
the appearance of this edition, which is well edited and admirably 
printed. The Introductory Essay shows that Mr. Passmore is no less 
accomplished as a writer than skilful as an editor, and, in fine, all the 
prefatory and supplementary matter contained in the volume is adapted 
to enhance its interest and value. 



17. — Land, Labor, and Gold; or Two Tears in Victoria: with Visits 
to Sydney and Van Diemen's Land. By William Howitt. 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1855. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 441, 426. 

We are sorry that we have not room for an extended analysis of 
this book, undoubtedly the most trustworthy sketch of Australian life 
that has yet appeared. One of the author's leading purposes is to 
exhibit the needs of the Australian colonies, the inefficiency of their 
present political administration, and the expediency of granting them 
constitutions, under which they may administer their own affairs, con- 
duct the plans of internal improvement essential to the development of 
their resources, and hold under due restraint as heterogeneous a popu- 
lation as that of Noah's Ark. The work is in the form of letters, and 
evidently is a republication of letters actually written ; for its only fault 
is the very repetitiousness and redundancy which would result from 
one's forgetting in a subsequent what he had written in a previous 
epistle. With this exception, the author fully sustains, and sometimes 
perhaps exceeds, his previous reputation as a descriptive writer. 



